
 

It was not without some trepidation that I accepted the nominations for Chairman of Groby Parish Council in May 
last year but now that my year in office draws to a close I can honestly say that I've found the position both         
rewarding and at times even enjoyable. 
 
It has been rather a busy time for your Council with much being achieved and much more on the verge of    
achievement and I feel that over this year your Parish Council have worked really well as a team.  

 
Not everything has been a success,  as is visible by the Wind Turbines over towards Anstey. The Parish 
council and your Borough councillors worked hard to try and prevent and then remove them but so far 

with no success! Also there have been a gradual increase in the parish of 
some of the major crime statistics this past year or so, about which I hope 
Sir Clive might  be able to comment ! 

Chairman’s Report—Cllr. Jim Coley 
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But to go to some of the successes  

Housing: We had yet another renewed application and then the following     
appeal for Bloors to build on the (Ratby) land to the east of our cemetery which 
has again been resisted by the team which included  your Parish Council , your 
Borough councillors and a superb planning  barrister by the name of Simon 
Stanion of Marrons, without whom I don't think we would have succeeded in 
winning that appeal. Now we still have to wait for a few more months for the 
outcome of a further  legal challenge to the inspector's decision by Bloors' legal 
team, so at this point we've only won the battle, we've yet to win the war!  
 
Parking Restrictions: A subject that is a constant question from parishioners is 
the situation of the long awaited revised waiting restriction scheme in the     
village! This is one of the “verge of achievement” items in that all being well it 
should be completed by July this year. I've been involved with this project as 
part of the working party over the past 3 years and I  realise that it does seem 
to be taking an     inordinate time to complete, however the democratic process 
involved to allow feedback from those affected and then to build those changes 
into a revised plan and then get more feedback etc etc takes time and            
unfortunately we were also caught up in a major re-organisation within County 
Hall which didn't help!  The budget had been ring-fenced for this project some 
time ago and your then County Councillor, Rob Frazer had signed off all of the 
final changes and now, just this month we've had the final ratification by the 
LCC Cabinet, so a  start WILL be made towards the end of May/early June giving 
a successful conclusion by this July.  
 
Quality Council Status Application : This is one of those items which is almost 
invisible to those outside the council but which WILL bring considerable     
benefits to us all over the long term. This process has been driven primarily by 
the efforts of Beverley Greenwood, your Parish Clerk and we are expecting the 
successful conclusion of  being awarded Quality Council Status with the new 
allocations in October 2013. 
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Finances:  On the finance side GPC are in a fairly healthy position for 2013/14. By careful use of resources, detailed 
financial planning greatly assisted by your Parish Clerk and additionally, and perhaps surprisingly, by taking on    
additional staff & staffing hours, overall we have be able to reduce our annual spend this year whilst still            
completing new projects. This is reflected in the 4.6% reduction in your parish precept. The staffing changes means 
we have been able to take on more work “in-house” and subsequently reduce contractor's costs particularly in the 
area of the “Parks and Cemetery” team, ably led by Cllr. Peter Batty over this year.  
 

Next Year is going to be just as busy if not more so! 
 
Finance: The financial situation for the following year (2014/15)  is certain to be much tighter due to the revised 
changes to the finance structure of local government which were part of the 2012 budget ( brought in in April 
2013) . We were advised only in late December last year that some of the changes which were originally ONLY    
going to apply to County and Borough level would NOW be applied also at Parish Council level, this was much too 
late in the day to allow us to include this effect in the current (2013/14) year's budgeting but it is almost certain to 
cause some belt tightening in future years in line with Government Policy, however rest assured your Parish Council 
will endeavour to continue to limit the effects on services within our Parish.   
 
 Business development: We, that is your Parish Council, your Borough councillors, your County Councillor and the 
whole  village of Groby, are going to have to get involved in the Public Enquiry by the Vehicle Licensing  Authority 
for an application to allow additional HGV  traffic to and from The Rookery if we are to protect this sensitive area 
from additional HGV traffic! We will all need to add our weight to the forthcoming Public  enquiry starting in June 
2013! 
 
Future Housing: Your Parish Council is well aware that there is a continuous push by Governments to build more 
houses,  however we also believe that the  residents of an area should also have a say in that need. It was without 
hesitation that we agreed to the recent Housing Needs Survey which most of you will have seen recently enclosed 
in your Spotlight. Both Richard Windley (the survey organiser) and myself are greatly encouraged in that there have 
been over 800 responses which in postal survey terms is a terrific response. The outcome of that survey will be 
published soon. 
 
However there is still extreme pressure from H&BBC to allocate more area (s) within the village for housing         
development in order to meet the Borough's requirement for Groby to add an additional 110 houses, however we 
want to drive that from within the Parish rather than have it forced upon us. With this in mind we will be             
endeavouring to allocate areas for growth within the village over the next few months. 
 
Notwithstanding any housing need, we are still constantly pushing the case for  an improved infrastructure,        
particularly in areas such as education , health and transport. We will not be just accepting any development willy 
nilly. We will be arguing for improvements in these areas. I'm afraid that this is rather an uphill battle in the current 
political and financial  climate but it's not a fight that we on your Parish Council are looking at shirking.  
 
CIC: Before closing I must mention the Meadow and the CIC ( Community Interest Company ) which is in the     
process of being set up.  Those of you who have been involved and who have contributed to this project may be 
wondering what is happening. GPC, the “Meadow”/CIC  organising committee and our solicitors have been working 
hard to achieve a fully working, democratic and independent structure whilst still protecting the interests of the 
Village at large. I believe that we are now in the final stages of this process so all of those contributors, please look 
out for calls for meetings to set the final management of the CIC in place. Remember that it's a COMMUNITY      
project and therefore needs the community to take a part. 
 
To finish I must say is that over the past year your Parish Council, Parish Clerk and all of our employees have 
worked really well as a team and I must thank all of those involved and hope that we can go forward into the    
coming year with the same attitude and success. 

Chairman’s Report—Cllr. Jim Coley.. Continued……. 



  Actuals 2012/13 

 Income 

 

  Precept  173,340 

  New Homes    1,292 

  Cemetery    9,413 

  Other Income  11,215 

 

  Total  195,260 

 

 Expenditure 

  Administration   27,861  

  Staff Costs   74,485 

  Cemetery      6,176 

  Village in Bloom      3,411 

  Parks    45,713 

  Election Charges     4,660 

  Insurance Costs     4,685 

  External Support     7,219 

   

  Total    174,210  

   

 Reserves at 31/03/2013  226,756 
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Finance & General Purposes Committee - Cllr. Jim Coley, Chairman 

The main areas of capital and non-capital expenditure in the year were new play equipment at Quarry 
Park which was partly funded by a Parish & Community Initiative Fund (PCIF) grant and section 106   
monies ;  additional Festive Lighting ; Village in Bloom new planters ;  boundary fencing and gate at   
Sycamore Drive ;  new “Garden of Remembrance” within the Cemetery and Diamond Jubilee             
Commemorative tree planting. 
 
In revenue spending the main expenditure areas were staff salaries (£74k) and parks general works which 
includes grass cutting, tree maintenance work, parks consumables and equipment (£45,600). Other      
expenditure included additional legal fees to fight the planning application re land adjacent to the village  
cemetery, utility costs, election charges, insurance policy, risk management and the burial ground. 
 
The Council has once again received a clean bill of health from the external auditors for the financial year 
2011/12 and an excellent report from its internal auditor for the financial year 2012/13.  
 
Each year the Council sets its “Precept” for the following financial year depending on its future plans and 
its current and anticipated commitments for the year ahead. It will then ask the Borough Council to include 
this as part of its Council Tax for the Parish. 
 
A recent government review of the Council Tax base has left the Parish Council concerned that the new 
system changes over a hundred years of financial independence of parish councils who will no longer be 
in charge of their own destiny in setting their budgets and precept. For the first time ever parish councils 
will be reliant on a principal council for an element of their funding. The risk of the new system is that at 
best the Parish Council will receive 100% of grant due, or we may only receive a proportion, and at worst 
no grant at all. Depending on the scenario, the impact may mean that the Parish Council increases their 
precept or cuts back on service delivery. 
 
In January 2013, the Parish Council’s Finance & General Purposes Committee held a meeting to discuss 
the  figures received from the Borough Council following the Secretary of State’s prescribed changes in 
the Council Tax Base for 2013/14, and subsequently in light of the Committee’s recommendation, the full 
Council resolved to retain the overall budget as decided at the December 3rd 2012 Parish Council meeting 
with some slight re-calculations to allow for the changes and thus retain the same 4.6% reduction to the 
Groby Parish Council tax as previously resolved. (details of the 2013/14 budget can be found on the 
Council website  www.groby.com).  



Groby Parish Council Parks and Cemetery Committee is responsible for the management and maintenance of parks 
and recreation grounds, woodland areas covering some 64 acres in the village and of course the Parish Council 
Cemetery on Groby Road. 
 
Within the parks and recreation grounds we currently provide pitches for junior football for both boys and girls, we 
also provide and maintain well equipped children’s play areas, outdoor gym equipment, a BMX track at Marina Park 
and we are aiming to finally provide the planned outdoor floodlit MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) and improved car 
parking facilities at Quarry Park in 2013/14 
 
The Parish Council in partnership with Groby Juniors FC and Groby Memorial FC had planned to develop an         
improved football facility at Quarry Park but unfortunately the adult football team unexpectedly disbanded and 
Groby Juniors are now actively looking at the possibility of buying land to be able to develop a site large enough for 
their needs. 
 
However, to secure such a facility may take several years and in the meantime the Parish Council will be             
committing a substantial investment to improve the football pitch and play area drainage at Quarry Park this       
summer. 
 
During the last 12 months the committee has had a busy year, with a number of challenges not least of which was 
planning Village in Bloom themes to coincide with both the Queens Jubilee and the Olympics. While doing this we 
took the opportunity to improve or replace old floral planters and also added a number of more substantial         
displays. During 2013/14 we shall continue this programme of improvements which will include more structural 
perennial planting and hard landscaping rather than a complete reliance on summer bedding plants. 
 
The committee oversees many routine tasks within its’ budget, such as, footpath improvements, grass cutting, tree 
and  hedge maintenance on Parish Council land and manages the grass cutting on highway verges throughout the 
village for Leicestershire County Council. 
 
Our big project this year has been the commitment to providing an impressive “Garden of Remembrance” at the 
Parish Council Cemetery which is due to be opened in July 2013. 
 
This is a project that the Parish Council can really be proud of, the impressive design is by the council’s own         
talented grounds keeper Jay Anderson who designed the scheme and assisted the Clerk  to bring in sponsorship 
and donations of materials. 

The Parish Council was able to put in place 
funding for a budget of £15,000, all of which 
and almost certainly more will be recovered in 
future income from the extra cemetery       
services that the Parish Council will now be 
able to offer. 
 
As a bonus, I can now announce that I have 
just been informed that the Parish Council’s 
bid for a £5,000 grant from the Borough  
Council’s Parish and Community Initiative 
Fund towards the scheme has been approved. 
 
When you put all of the above in the context 

of the income and expenditure of the Parish Council, I think your Parish Council can reasonably claim to have 
“punched above its’ weight” again this year. 

Page 4 GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  ANNUAL REPORT 2012-13 

 

Parks & Cemetery Committee - Cllr. Peter Batty, Chairman 
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Grants Committee  - Cllr. Liz Emmerson, Chairman 

The role of the Grants Committee is to carry out assessments, gather supportive data, 
and then prepare quality grant applications. By closely tracking grant announcements 
that come in through the mail, newsletters, and grant databases, the Grants Committee 
is able to find  grant opportunities that would otherwise go undetected. A successful 
grant is not the end of the grant-making process though. Reports are required by the 
funding source, and letters of acceptance and gratitude are necessary steps in good 
stewardship. The Parish Council this year were again successful in receiving a grant 
award from Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council’s     Parish Community Initiative Fund 
(PCIF) which was used towards the provision of new play equipment at Quarry Park.  

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications. As such it is 
responsible for commenting upon all the applications which fall within the parish. 
These comments are passed to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council who takes them 
into account when reaching planning decisions. 
 
The Committee has considered a large number of planning applications and related 
correspondence during the year. The Committee meets every other Wednesday in 
the Council Chamber (dates are published on the Council’s website). Members of the   
public and press are welcome to attend those meetings. Any plans which are subject 
to public consultation may be viewed at the Parish Council office by arrangement with 

Planning & Development Committee - Chairman, Cllr. Helen Lindsay 

What the Parish Council does 

Provides and maintains recreation grounds; 

Provides and maintains three children’s play areas equipped with a range of play equipment; 

Provides and maintains over 69.3 acres of open space; 

Provides and maintains litter and dog waste bins on Parish Council owned land; 

Carries out litter picking on Parish Council owned land; 

Comments on planning applications to the Local Planning Authority (Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council); 

Provides, maintains and manages Groby Village Cemetery and the Garden of Remembrance; 

Provides land for allotments on two sites within the Parish (managed by the Groby Allotment Society). 



Parish Council Meetings 

Monday           11.00am to 2.00pm 

Tuesday         11.00am to 2.00pm 

Wednesday     11.00am to 2.00pm 

Thursday       12.30am to 3.30pm 

Friday              10.00am to 12.30pm 

Parish Council Office  

For an appointment outside of these hours please contact the Parish Clerk: 
 
Beverley Greenwood, Parish Council Office, Village Hall, Leicester Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0DQ 
Telephone:  0116 287 6985       Email:  parishclerk@groby.com      website:  www.groby.com  

Groby Parish Council normally holds its meetings on the first Monday of each 
month unless this falls on a Bank Holiday when the Council meets the following 
Monday. Members of the public and press are welcome to attend meetings. 
 
Meetings commence at 7.00 pm and are held in the Council Chamber at the 
Council Offices unless otherwise notified. Members of the public and press are 
very welcome to attend. The Parish Council Office and Chamber is situated on 
the Leicester Road adjoining the Village Hall in the centre of Groby, across from 
the Post Office. 

Cllr. Jacqualyn Batty - 2912284 

Cllr. Peter Batty - 2912284 

Cllr. Sylvia Beck - 2876716 

Cllr. Jim Coley – 3272606 (Chairman) 

Cllr. Richard Douglas. JP - 2877065 (V/Chairman) 

Cllr. Liz Emmerson - 2312111 

Cllr . James Everson-Crane (resigned Sept 2012) 

Cllr. Rob Fraser  - 01530 244175 

Cllr. Daljit Ghai - 2872703 

 

Cllr. Janet Harrison—(resigned Oct 2012) 

Cllr. Ted Hollick - 2875955 

Cllr. Sandra Jones -  07977746108 

Cllr. Helen Lindsay - 2314487 

Cllr. Eileen Marvin - 2876799 

Cllr. Norman McCausland - 2321165 

Cllr. Leigh Quilter – 0772523033 

Cllr. Cathy Thompson  01530 249203 

Cllr. Keith Yarwood – 2870252 

Parish Councillors 2012/13 

Coming soon to the Parish Council website - We are currently updating our web site and in future would like to 
consider a page for young people to tell them about activities and up-and-coming events in and around Groby. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk (email: parishclerk@groby.com) if you would be interested in posting  information 
on this page.  
 
“Blog” page to record matters of interest or make general observations. It will be informal in nature and provide a 
good way of addressing issues that are of concern whether they are within or outside the scope of the Parish    
Council's responsibilities. It is also a good way of keeping up with matters arising between newsletters so please 
take an interest in the work of your local Parish Council. 

GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  ANNUAL REPORT 2012-2013 Page 6 

mailto:parishclerk@groby.com
http://www.groby.com
mailto:parishclerk@groby.com

