
 

As my second year in the chair draws to a close I think that on balance the Groby Parish Council “team” 
have had a pretty successful and productive year. We've been party to quite a few successes, but as with 
all things, there have also been some disappointments along the way.  
 
A couple of improvements to our day to day life in Groby that we have helped support have been:  
 
A46/A50 junction: This has been a key issue that I have had on my radar since I started as a Councillor 
and I'm pleased to say that since the work was completed we have a better and safer access/egress to 
the village. Your Parish Council has certainly played its part in the pressure to achieve this and looking 
back through past council minutes it seems that the pressure to do something started way back before 
2007 so it's been a long haul for our Parish Councillors, Borough Councillors and County Councillors past 
and present. Although not perfect, the incidence of accidents appears to have diminished greatly and it is 
now possible to exit the village during the morning rush hour in a few minutes rather than the 10 to 20 
minutes it took previously!  
 
Broadband: Another gripe I have had for years has been the slowness of Broadband in the Village which 
has this year been mainly resolved with speeds available up to 80Mbps.I , and other local representatives   
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have been attending regular Broadband Forums at County Hall for the 
past few years. The national plan for superfast Broadband across the 
Country is driven in Leicestershire by the LCC and the Broadband Forum 
and although there are areas in our Parish who will still “suffer” from slow 
speeds for a while most of them will have been improved within the next 
12-18 months by the completion of the contract LCC have with the       
providers. There are still some questionable areas but now that the    
contract has been let and the finer details are being distributed we can 
put on pressure to try to get those areas included in the overall plan. 
 

Some of the other principal achievements of your Parish Council 
over the past year include: 

 
Garden of Remembrance: The completion of the new Garden of          
Remembrance at the Cemetery, which originally was going to be an “up 
to 3 year” project but was actually completed this year by using various 
methods such as the Probation Department's “Community Service”  
workers and additional in-house labour. Consequently we have          
completed it at least a year ahead of the original planned time-scale. 
 
Cemetery: January of this year finally saw the completion of the footpaths 
around the cemetery topped with tarmac further enhancing the aesthetics 
of the cemetery grounds. 
 
Christmas Lights: The expansion of the Christmas Lights into additional 
village areas which have been widely admired. 
 
Quarry Park enhancements: These include: 
 
 improved drainage across the park 

 the re-location of the outdoor gym equipment; 

 the completion of the new car park as phase one of the Multi Use Games 
Area.  
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The proposal to start the second phase of the actual MUGA itself, is being presented by the Finance  
Committee as a recommendation for final approval at May's full council meeting for a planned completion 
of Summer 2014. 
 
Parking: The introduction in 2013 of the revised no-waiting scheme was a long time coming and I know 
that it has caused some additional issues but the principal aim of improving access to the village shopping 
centre and Church areas and improving the safety in some quite dangerous spots in the village has been 
achieved. However your Parish Council are well aware that the new restrictions have driven some of the 
commuting parking into new areas. One plus point is that this has now stimulated the village's largest   
employer to write to the Parish Council requesting a joint working party with two of their managers so that 
together with  your Borough and County Councillors we can  hopefully resolve some, if not all, of those 
parking issues. The working party has only recently been set up but there is already some positive    
movement. In the mean time I must commend Cllr. Ozzie O'Shea and the Leicester Highways department 
representatives in quickly resolving one of the issues arising from the shift in street parking – one which 
directly affected the 28 bus route, by obtaining and invoking an Emergency Traffic Order to help resolve 
that particular problem.  
 
Into 2014/15: 
 
This coming year is already presenting issues which will affect our village, including: 
 
 the decision by the Judicial enquiry to return the Bloor appeal back for a further application  
 the issue of the planned Traveller camp at Wallace Drive 
 the reduction in funding of the county Libraries including Groby Library. 
 the probable reduction in finances being passed down to Parish level caused by other proposed 

LCC budget cuts. 
 
Bloors' Land East of Groby Cemetery:  As this application has now been returned for resubmission and as 
that application will be made in the light of the now discredited H&BBC 5 year land supply figures, the  
Parish Council are going to have their work cut out to achieve another win in this long standing battle but 
we are determined to continue the fight. 
 
Traveller Camp Wallace Drive: This battle is slightly on hold at the moment awaiting the Judicial Review of 
other sites)  in the borough and is being driven principally by our Borough and County Councillors, but the 
Parish Council are also fully supporting our local residents in the area.  
 
Groby Library funding: Most Residents will now know something about this issue and the majority of    
people I've spoken to wish to retain our local Library so, depending on the results of the “consultation” by 
LCC Library department and the results of the Judicial Review taking place in several other counties on 
similar issues, we will most probably have to take one of three avenues.  
 
 Let the Library close and use either another “nearby” library or a mobile library. 

 Gather up to 30 volunteers (LCC estimate of numbers required) and the put together an organisation 

in Groby to take over and run the library. 

 Raise funds to cover the proposed £16k a year reduction in funding  from the LCC Libraries budget 

and feed that back into the Library service to enable the retention of the existing staff and facilities of 

our Library. This would mean on average about 50 pence per Groby household per month or to put 

it another way, a 10% increase in your Parish Precept.  

 
These are very simplified statements and there is much more involved but those who went to the         
Consultation meeting on 6th May 2014 will be more aware of the issues! 

Chairman’s Report—Cllr. Jim Coley.. Continued……. 



   Actuals 2013-14 

 Income 

 

 Precept    155,761 

 New Homes         1,292 

 Council Tax Support Grant     9,724 

 Cemetery        12,290 

 Garden of Remembrance      3,924 

 Other Income     19,276 

 

 Total    202,267 

 

 Expenditure 

 Administration   20,279  

 Staff Costs   78,104 

 Cemetery      8,761 

 Village in Bloom      3,221 

 Parks    37,273 

 Winter Maintenance       800 

 Insurance Costs     4,484 

 Allotments        347 

 External Support     2,088 

 Community Trust     3,513 

   

 Total    158,870  
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Finance & General Purposes Committee - Cllr. Jim Coley, Chairman 

The Council once again received a clean bill of health from the external auditors for the financial year 
2012/13 and an excellent report from its internal auditor for the financial year 2013/14.  
 
Finance : One area that is key to all that we do in your Parish Council is our annual budget and as I      
reported last year we were able to reduce the 2013/14 precept by 4.6%. Unlike many other authorities and 
with much effort by your Parish Clerk and her team we are now able to continue into 2014/15 with a zero     
increase in the precept and no reduction in your services. However 2015/16 is likely to be much more 
challenging due principally to the widely advertised reductions in Leicestershire County Council's budgets, 
not least in the area of the Libraries of which I'll go into more detail later. 
 
Future Finances:  Your Parish Council's Finance and General Purposes Committee who, together with the 
Responsible Finance Officer (your Clerk), add direction to the finances, are well aware that there are    
various financial changes afoot but rather than take a knee jerk reaction and just up the precept to raise a 
large surplus without knowing what will actually be needed, we have taken a more pragmatic approach to 
take on the changes as they come and then react with actual knowledge. This has already included the 
setting up of a working party to investigate the changes and needs of the Parish workers and contractors 
as regards transport, outsourcing and other issues. This does not indicate that we are looking to make any 
wholesale changes but rather identifying areas where we can make savings or increase income which can 
be acted upon as they are found and will add up over the long term. 
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Groby Parish Council Parks and Cemetery Committee is responsible for the management and maintenance of parks 
and recreation grounds, woodland areas covering some 64 acres in the village and of course the Parish Council 
Cemetery on Groby Road. 
 
Within the parks and recreation grounds we currently provide pitches for junior football for both boys and girls, we 
also provide and maintain well equipped children’s play areas, outdoor gym equipment, a BMX track at Marina Park 
and we are aiming to finally provide the planned outdoor floodlit MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) at Quarry Park in 
2013/14, having completed the new car park at Quarry Park this May 2014. 
 
During the last 12 months the committee has had a busy year, with a number of challenges not least of which was 
planning Village in Bloom themes . While doing this we took the opportunity to replace old floral planters with a 
more substantial design. During 2013/14 we carried out improvements which included more structural perennial 
planting and hard landscaping . 
 
The committee oversees many routine tasks within its’ budget, such as, footpath improvements, grass cutting, tree 
and  hedge maintenance on Parish Council land and manages the grass cutting on highway verges throughout the 
village for Leicestershire County Council. 

The role of the Grants Committee is to carry out assessments, gather supportive data, and then prepare quality 
grant applications. By closely tracking grant announcements that come in through the mail, newsletters, and grant 
databases, the Grants Committee is able to find  grant opportunities that would otherwise go undetected. A        
successful grant is not the end of the grant-making process though. Reports are required by the funding source, and 
letters of acceptance and gratitude are necessary steps in good stewardship. The Parish Council this year were     
successful in receiving a grant award of £25,000 from the Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field Fund, which distributes 
money from landfill tax via SITA. The monies will be used to help fund the new multi-use games area  at Quarry 
Park.  The Council were also successful in securing funds of £5,000 towards the construction of the Garden of      
Remembrance within the village cemetery from Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council via the Parish Community 
Initiative Fund. 
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Parks & Cemetery Committee - Acting Chairman, Cllr. Helen Lindsay 

Grants Committee  - Cllr. Helen Lindsay, Chairman 

Our big project this year was to provide an impressive 
“Garden of Remembrance” at the Parish Council       
Cemetery which was opened on 19th July 2013. 
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The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications. As such it is responsible for   
commenting upon all the applications which fall within the parish. These comments are passed to     
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council who takes them into account when reaching planning decisions. 

 
The Committee has considered a large number of planning applications and related correspondence   
during the year. The Committee meets every other Wednesday in the Council Chamber (dates are pub-
lished on the Council’s website). Members of the   public and press are welcome to attend those       
meetings. Any plans which are subject to public consultation may be viewed at the Parish Council office 
by arrangement with the Clerk. 

Planning & Development Committee - Chairman, Cllr. Helen Lindsay 

What the Parish Council does 

 Provides and maintains recreation grounds; 

 Provides and maintains three children’s play areas equipped with a range of play equipment; 

 Provides and maintains over 69.3 acres of open space; 

 Provides and maintains litter and dog waste bins on Parish Council owned land; 

 Removal of litter from parks and playgrounds; 

 Comments on planning applications to the Local Planning Authority (Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 

Council); 

 Provides, maintains and manages Groby Village Cemetery and the Garden of Remembrance; 

 Provides land for allotments on two sites within the Parish (managed by the Groby Allotment        

Society) and maintains their hedges; 

 Safety checks and minor repairs to playground equipment; 

 Liaising with Leicestershire County Council regarding road maintenance, road signs and lighting. 

      Other News 
Groby C.I.C Chairman, Alistair Cooper, advised at the AGM in      
February 2014 that they hope to get a bridge installed across to the 
field next to the Groby Pool car park. He stated "we should be taking 
on the field across the stream on a short term lease from Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Council in June 2014." He added. "This will enable 
us to open up a path to Groby Pool without people having to walk 
along the road side." 

New Rotary Club formed : Know Your Blood Pressure was the first service project              
undertaken by the new Rotary Club In Formation which meets in Groby. With help from                
cardiothoracic surgeon Joe Leverment and Graham Cooper (both members of the Rotary Club of 
Soar      Valley), the new group recorded the pressures of 18 passers-by. Two were referred to their 
GP. The checks were taken in the Stamford Arms, Groby, where the group meets for breakfast on       
Wednesdays from 7.30am to 8.30am. 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/grobyonline/latest-news/meadow gate.jpeg?attredirects=0


Parish Council Meetings 

Monday           11.00am to 2.00pm 

Tuesday         11.00am to 2.00pm 

Wednesday     11.00am to 2.00pm 

Thursday       12.30am to 3.30pm 

Friday              10.00am to 12.30pm 

Parish Council Office  

For an appointment outside of these hours please contact the Parish Clerk: 
 
Beverley Greenwood, Parish Council Office, Village Hall, Leicester Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0DQ 
Telephone:  0116 287 6985       Email:  parishclerk@groby.com      website:  www.groby.com  

Groby Parish Council normally holds its meetings on the first Monday of each 
month unless this falls on a Bank Holiday when the Council meets the follow-
ing Monday. Members of the public and press are welcome to attend 
meetings. 
 
Meetings commence at 7.00 pm and are held in the Council Chamber at the 
Council Offices unless otherwise notified. Members of the public and press are 
very welcome to attend. The Parish Council Office and Chamber is situated on 
the Leicester Road adjoining the Village Hall in the centre of Groby, across 
from the Post Office. 

 Cllr. Jacqualyn Batty - 2912284 

 Cllr. Peter Batty - 2912284 

 Cllr. Sylvia Beck - 2876716 

 Cllr. Jim Coley – 3272606 (Chairman) 

 Cllr. Richard Douglas. JP - 2877065 (V/Chairman) 

 Cllr. Liz Emmerson - 2312111 

 Cllr. Rob Fraser  - 01530 244175 

 Cllr. Ted Hollick - 2875955 

 Cllr. Barry Jones -  07877 697484 

 Cllr. Sandra Jones -  07977746108 

 Cllr. Helen Lindsay - 2314487 

 Cllr. Eileen Marvin - 2876799 

 Cllr. Norman McCausland - 2321165 

 Cllr. Leigh Quilter – 0772523033 

 Cllr. Cathy Thompson  01530 249203 

 Cllr. Keith Yarwood – 2870252 

Parish Councillors 2013/14 

Now active on the Parish Council website - “Blog” page to record matters of interest or to 
make general observations. It is informal in nature and provides a good way of addressing issues 
that are of concern whether they are within or outside the scope of the Parish Council's                
responsibilities. It is also a good way of keeping up with matters arising between newsletters so 
please take an interest in the work of your local Parish Council. 
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