
 

FAQs - Housing Needs Study in the Parish 

  
 

WWHHAATT’’SS  GGOOIINNGG  OONN  IINN  TTHHEE  VVIILLLLAAGGEE??  

TThheerree  aarree  aallwwaayyss  vvaarriioouuss  ppllaannnniinngg  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  bbeeiinngg  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  BBoorroouugghh  CCoouunncciill.. This survey 
is trying to capture the current and future housing need including those who may require open 
market or affordable housing in the next 5 years. This information may then be used to inform  
developments going through the Planning System. 

   
WWHHOO  SSHHOOUULLDD  FFIILLLL  IINN  TTHHEE  FFOORRMM??  
 

Please would each household complete the first page and return it in the Freepost envelope. This 
will allow a picture of life in the Parish to be built up.  The remainder of the survey should be 
completed by the person in your household who wishes to change their housing circumstances. 
If more than one person requires housing separately, such as young people who hope to move into 
their own accommodation, you should request additional copies of this form and complete one for 
each new household. For additional copies see end of survey form. 

  

WWHHAATT  DDOOEESS  OOPPEENN  MMAARRKKEETT  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  MMEEAANN??  

TThheessee  aarree  hhoommeess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  aannyyoonnee  ffrroomm  aannyywwhheerree  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmeeaannss  ttoo  bbuuyy  oorr  rreenntt  aa  hhoommee..  TThhee  

ssuurrvveeyy  ffoorrmm  sseeeekkss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ttoo  iinnffoorrmm  ffuuttuurree  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  

NNeeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  PPllaann  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  bbeeiinngg  pprroodduucceedd..    

  

WWHHAATT  IISS  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  AANNDD  WWHHOO  IISS  IITT  FFOORR??  

Affordable housing is only available for households whose income is insufficient for them to be able 
to buy or rent a home on the open market. It is, of course, important that affordable housing is 
provided at a price which these eligible households can afford and this is determined with regard to 
local incomes and local house prices. 

AAffffoorrddaabbllee  hhoommeess  aarree  oofftteenn  ddeevveellooppeedd  oonn  ooppeenn  mmaarrkkeett  ssiitteess  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  PPllaannnniinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss..  IInn  

aaffffoorrddaabbllee  hhoouussiinngg  tteerrmmss  tthheessee  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ““QQuuoottaa””  ssiitteess..  

 

WWHHAATT  IISS  AA  QQUUOOTTAA  SSIITTEE??  

Affordable homes on a quota site homes would be built as part of a larger development usually 
within the settlement boundary. 

The Borough Council tries to achieve 40% affordable homes on these developments and has a local 
lettings policy – see below – on these sites in rural areas. 

 

WWHHAATT  IISS  AA  RRUURRAALL  EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONN  SSIITTEE??  

A small site on the edge of the village that will  contain affordable homes for local people based on 
the need found in the housing needs survey - usually up to 10 units... Planning permission will 
usually only be granted if the need for affordable housing is established by the Council backed up by 
the survey. This  information could also be used to inform number and type of homes required on a 
quota site. 

Exception sites adjoin the settlement boundary but are outside it. Because an exception site is 
located on land which would not be released for market residential development it does not have as 
high a land value and homes can be prioritised for local people – see below.   

  

  



 

  

WWHHAATT  IISS  TTHHEE  LLOOCCAALL  CCOONNNNEECCTTIIOONN  AALLLLOOCCAATTIIOONN  PPOOLLIICCYY??  

Within the Borough, on all quota and exception sites in rural areas, priority is given to those with a 
strong connection to the Parish and prices of these homes will be affordable for them. 

The local connection policy consists of lettings criteria which follow the following pattern: 

 

 

 A property would usually be let to a household 
currently living in the Parish who needs an 
affordable home. Such a household would 
usually have to have lived in the parish for a 
minimum period of time (such as 9 out of the 
last 12 months).  

 with immediate family living in the Parish – 
usually mother, father, brother or sister. 

 who previously lived in the Parish but who have 
had to move away because they couldn’t afford 
accommodation in the Parish. 

 who works in the Parish. 

 who needs to move to the Parish to give care or receive support to someone who 
qualifies as above.  

 

TTHHEE  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  GGIIVVEENN  IINN  TTHHIISS  SSHHEEEETT  IISS  NNOOTT  EEXXTTEENNSSIIVVEE  SSOO  IIFF  YYOOUU  RREEQQUUIIRREE  

FFUURRTTHHEERR  IINNFFOOMMAATTIIOONN  PPLLEEAASSEE  CCOONNTTAACCTT    

RRIICCHHAARRDD  WWIINNDDLLEEYY  ––  RRUURRAALL  HHOOUUSSIINNGG  EENNAABBLLEERR  
01530 276546 / richard.windley@midlandsrh.org.uk 
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