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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Pegasus Landscape Design, part of The Pegasus Planning Group Limited was instructed 

by Bloor Homes Ltd East Midlands Division to carry out an appraisal of the likely effect of 

proposed residential development at land east of Groby Cemetery, Groby, 

Leicestershire on the function of the surrounding Rothley Brook Meadows Green Wedge. 

 

1.2 This appraisal reviews the planning policy background to the Green Wedge, including 

the Regional Plan, the adopted Core Strategy, the adopted Green Wedge Review Joint 

Methodology, and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s recently adopted Green 

Wedge review.  It also takes into consideration the strategic and local green 

infrastructure strategies. 

 

1.3 This report summarises the appraisal, and is supported by a series of coloured A3 

drawings to illustrate the analysis. 

 
1.4 The appraisal comprises: 

 

• A summary of Green Wedge planning policy; 

 

• A summary of the Borough Council’s Green Wedge Review and Green 

Infrastructure strategies; 

 
• An appraisal of the existing functions of the Green Wedge, taking into 

consideration the criteria set out under the adopted methodology; 

 
• The implications on the functions of the Green Wedge in light of the recent 

planning approval of Glenfield Park; 

 
• A description of the Green Wedge and proposed development site; and 

 
• A summary of the likely effect of development on the function of the Green 

Wedge. 

 

1.5 Where applicable, the methodologies set out in Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment (2nd edition) – Landscape Institute/Institute of Environmental 

Assessment 2002 has been adopted. 
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1.6 A detailed desk based assessment has been carried out using the following 

documentation: 

 

• East Midlands Regional Plan 2009; 

• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Core Strategy December 2009; 

• Leicester and Leicestershire Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology July 2011; 

• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Green Wedge Review December 2011; 

• Blaby District Council Strategic Green Wedge Review July 2009; 

• The 6C’s Green Infrastructure Strategy Volume 5 2010;  

• Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Green Infrastructure Strategy October 

2010; and 

• The Glenfield Park appeal decision (ref: APP/T2405/A/10/2138666 dated 24th 
October 2011)and associated documentation  
 

 

1.7 Site assessment work was also carried out during January/February 2012 to review the 

appearance and character of the site and its setting within the Green Wedge.  A series 

of representative winter photographic views have been used to describe the visual 

setting of the site and the Green Wedge. 
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2 PLANNING POLICY BACKGROUND 

 

East Midlands Regional Plan 2009 

2.1 The East Midlands Regional Plan 2009 (the Regional Plan) does not contain a policy 

specific to Green Wedges.  The Regional Plan does makes reference to Green Wedge 

policy at paragraph 4.2.18 stating that: 

 

‘Some parts of the Sub-area have established Green Wedge policies.  Green 

Wedges serve useful strategic planning functions in preventing the merging of 

settlements, guiding development form, and providing a ‘green lung’ into urban 

areas, and act as a recreational resource.  Although not supported by 

government policy in the same way as Green Belts, they can serve to identify 

smaller areas of separation between settlements.  Provision will be made in 

Green Wedges for the retention or creation of green infrastructure and green 

links between urban open spaces and the countryside, and for the retention and 

enhancement of public access facilities, particularly for recreation.  A review of 

existing Green Wedges or the creation of new ones in association with 

development will be carried out through the local development framework 

process.’ 

 

Hinckley and Bosworth Core Strategy 2009 

2.2 The adopted Core Strategy sets out a number of spatial objectives, those relevant to the 

landscape and Green Wedge policy include: 

 

‘Spatial Objective 9: Identity, Distinctiveness and Quality of Design - to ensure 

development contributes to the local distinctiveness of the borough, and 

enhances both settlement identity and the environment through the quality of 

sustainable design. Design and other measures will be used to develop strong 

community identities and neighbourhood pride’. 

 

‘Spatial Objective 10: Natural Environment and Cultural Assets - to deliver a 

linked network of green infrastructure, enhancing and protecting the borough’s 

distinctive landscapes, woodlands, geology, archaeological heritage and 

biodiversity and encourage its understanding, appreciation, maintenance and 

development.’ 
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2.3 Paragraph 4.38 of the Core Strategy considers the Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge 

stating that: 

 

‘The Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge protects the green infrastructure of 

the borough, and considerable work has already been carried out along the 

Rothley Brook corridor to improve its recreational and biodiversity function. There 

are however still opportunities within the green wedge for enhancement to 

further increase its amenity as well as ecological value and its value as a 

functional floodplain. A review of the boundary of the green wedge will take 

place through the Site Allocations and Generic Development Control Policies 

Development Plan Document.’ 

 

2.4 The provisions of the Green Wedge policy are set out below: 

 

‘Policy 9: Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge - within the Rothley Brook 

Meadow Green Wedge uses will be encouraged that provide appropriate 

recreational facilities within easy reach of urban residents and promote the 

positive management of land to ensure that the Green Wedge remains or is 

enhanced as an attractive contribution to the quality of life of nearby urban 

residents.  The following land uses will be acceptable in the Green Wedge, 

provided the operational development associated with such uses does not 

damage the function of the Green Wedge: 

 

(a) Agriculture, including allotments and horticulture not accompanied by retail 

development; 

(b) Recreation 

(c) Forestry 

(d) Footpaths, bridleways and cycleways 

(e) Burial grounds and 

(f) Use for nature conservation 

 

Any land use or associated development in the Green Wedge should: 

 

(a) Retain the function of the Green Wedge 
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(b) Retain and create green networks between the countryside and open 

spaces within the urban areas 

(c) Retain and enhance public access to the Green Wedge, especially for 

recreation 

(d) Retain and enhance function as a floodplain and infiltration basin.’ 

 

2.5 This policy seeks to protect the function of the Green Wedge as identified in the Regional 

Plan.  Green Wedges can be large and cross Authority boundaries, as is the case for the 

Rothley Brook Meadows Green Wedge that crosses into Blaby District Council to the 

south and Leicester City further beyond. 

 

2.6 As set out under the Regional Plan and Core Strategy the boundaries of the Green 

Wedges are to be reviewed as part of the local development framework process.  The 

purpose of this review is to ensure that the land still functions as Green Wedge and 

ensure that appropriate land is available to meet the identified growth requirements of 

the Authority. 

 

Leicester and Leicestershire Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology 

2.7 Due to the cross boundary nature of a number of Green Wedges, and to secure a 

consistent approach to their review six of the Leicester and Leicestershire Local 

Authorities agreed a joint methodology for their review. 

 

2.8 Paragraph 3.2.2 of the joint methodology states that: 

 

‘When assessing a green wedge (on a macro scale) in its entirety, or when 

identifying a new green wedge: a green wedge should achieve all of the 

mentioned evaluation criteria, or be capable of fulfilling all criteria in the future.’ 

 

2.9 The functions of the Green Wedge are summarised as follows: 

 

2.10 Preventing the merging of settlements: 

 

‘Green Wedges will safeguard the identity of communities within an around 

urban areas that face growth pressures.  The coalescence of settlements should 

be considered in terms of both physical separation and the perception of 

distance between the settlements.’ 
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2.11 Guiding development form: 

 

‘Green Wedges will guide the form of new development as urban areas extend.  

Consideration will be given to the designation of new Green Wedges or 

amending existing ones where it would help shape the development of new 

communities such as potential sustainable urban extensions.’ 

 

2.12 Providing a green lung into urban areas: 

 

‘Green Wedges will provide communities with access to green infrastructure and 

the countryside beyond.  They are distinct from other types of open space in that 

they provide a continuous link between the open countryside and land which 

penetrates deep into urban areas.  Green Wedges will also provide multi-

functional uses such as: 

 

• Open space, sport and recreation facilities; 

• Flood alleviation measures; 

• Improving air quality; 

• Protection/improvement of wildlife sites and the links between them; 

• Protection/improvement of historic/cultural assets and the links between 

them; 

• Links to green infrastructure at both a strategic and local level; and 

• Transport corridors.’ 

 

2.13 A recreational resource: 

 

‘Green Wedges will provide a recreational resource.  This could include informal 

and formal facilities now and in the future.  Public access will be maximised.’ 

 

2.14 This green wedge review joint methodology was agreed and adopted by Hinckley and 

Bosworth Borough Council. 
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3 BOROUGH COUNCIL GREEN WEDGE REVIEW 

 

Borough Council Green Wedge Review September 2011 

3.1 The Borough Council published their original Green Wedge Review in September 2011.  

This review was carried out in accordance with the updated Leicester and Leicestershire 

Green Wedge Review Methodology (July 2011).  At section 16.7 this review set out the 

findings in relation to the Site: 

 

‘When looking at the green wedge strategically and considering the 

development pressures of Groby and the Core Strategy housing requirement in 

comparison to other areas of the green wedge this plot of land would have a 

more limited impact on the overall functioning of the green wedge to other 

more sensitive areas. 

 

As discussed previously, Sacheverell Way acts as the edge of the built up area 

of Groby and this plot of land does not breach this road.  The area of private 

land does not currently achieve the objectives of the green wedge and this 

area would have the least impact on the functioning of the green wedge and 

should be considered as the least sensitive area of the green wedge abutting 

Groby.  Any release of green wedge land should only be undertaken if there are 

no other viable, developable sites which could accommodate the housing 

requirements set out in the Core Strategy.  In addition, if land ownership 

constraints are overcome in terms of providing a recreational resource on this 

piece of land and there is evidence to show that this is the case, this area could 

remain part of the green wedge.  This may mean however, that other parts of the 

green wedge would have to be investigated further as an addendum to this 

review to identify sufficient land to meet the Core Strategy housing requirements 

to inform the Site Allocations and Generic Development Control Policies DPD. 

 

If the green wedge area were to be released an alternative boundary could be 

the public right of way that runs alongside the cemetery and the northern 

boundary of the public open space to the north of Sacheverell Way’ 

 

3.2 The Borough Council’s Green Wedge Review September 2011 had identified the Site as 

being the least sensitive part of the Green Wedge abutting Groby capable of 
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accommodating the future development requirements of the settlement.  At the time of 

this Review there was uncertainty regarding the recreation status of the Site.  It has 

subsequently been confirmed that the Site is privately owned land and provides no 

public access. 

 

3.3 In December 2011 a second version of the Borough Council’s Green Wedge Review was 

published and subsequently adopted.  The second version of the Review was amended 

to take into consideration the consented mixed use development at Glenfield Park with 

the following amendment made to paragraph 16.7.5: 

 

‘It is anticipated that the development as a result of the Glenfield Park Appeal 

will mean that there will be intervisibility between Area F and Glenfield over the 

plan period.  The consultation event and appeal decisions have highlighted that 

the area of green wedge performs the separation of settlements and helps to 

guide development form.’ 

 

3.4 A further reference is made to the Glenfield Park scheme at paragraph 15.2.5 stating: 

 

‘the Glenfield Park development is a significant encroachment into the existing 

green wedge within Blaby District and this will result in the urbanisation of this 

area which will consequently dramatically alter the landscape to the west of the 

M1 and A46 and the green wedge boundary will need to be revised to take 

account of this development by Blaby District.  The function of the surrounding 

green wedge will intensify the need to retain the green wedge around the 

conurbation of Leicester, Groby and Ratby due to the reduction in separation 

between the villages from the urban area.’ 

 

3.5 And at paragraph 16.7.3 stating: 

 

‘It is important to consider the recent appeal decision at Glenfield Park.  The 

appeal site is visible from Area F particularly from the inner edge of the Parish 

Council owned area of open space.  The built development will dramatically 

change the current landscape and there will be a significant reduction in the 

separation of the area between Groby and Glenfield.’ 
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3.6 This is contrary to the Inspectors findings in relation to the Glenfield Park scheme which 

concluded that development would not erode the separate identity of the surrounidng 

settlements; he concluded that this part of the Green Wedge did not function as a 

‘Green Lung’, this was accepted by Blaby District Council at the Inquiry; he concluded 

that development would enhances access and recreation in the Green Wedge; and 

that development form had been guided by its location in the Green Wedge without 

compromising the objective of maintaining physical separation between settlements. 

 

3.7 In summary, the findings of the Inspector was that the Glenfield Park scheme would not 

compromise the principle function of the Green Wedge, and maintain appropriate 

separation between settlements, the scale and form of the proposals had been guided 

by its location in the Green Wedge, and that it would enhance access into the Green 

Wedge and its function as a recreational resource.  The Glenfield Park scheme therefore 

does not intensify the need to retain the remaining Green Wedge – on the contrary, it 

demonstrates how development can be accommodated in the Green Wedge without 

compromising its functions. 

 

Green Wedge Review December 2011 

3.8 The Local Authority ’adopted’ the revised Green Wedge Review in December 2011.  The 

Review covers two Green Wedges: the Hinckley/Barwell/Earl Shilton/Burbage Green 

Wedge; and the Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge. 

 

3.9 The Review summarises the planning policy context and sets out the Green Wedge 

Review Joint Methodology as referred to in the previous section of this appraisal. 

 

3.10 As part of this background information the Review sets out details of the Borough 

Council’s Landscape Character Assessment (July 2006).  The Rothley Brook Meadows 

Green Wedge is included in the ‘Charnwood Fringe’ character area.  This character 

area extends a considerable distance to the north of the Rothley Brook Meadows Green 

Wedge that is located on its southern most extent. 

 

3.11 Character assessments are an important tool in understanding the character and quality 

of a landscape.  Green Wedge is a purely functional planning policy designation and is 

not concerned with the strength of character or quality of any particular landscape, only 

its function in maintaining the individual identity of settlements and providing access 

from urban areas to the wider countryside in combination with leisure/recreation 
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opportunities.  Character assessments are therefore of limited use when reviewing the 

functions of a Green Wedge. 

 

3.12 Section 4 of the Review details the approach and methodology.  In paragraph 4.3.2 the 

review sets out the approach of splitting each Green Wedge into separate areas to: 

 

‘Capture the different roles and character of the Green Wedge.’ 

 

3.13 The detailed findings that are relevant to the Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge are 

set out in Part B of the Review.  The Green Wedge is set out as covering 1375 hectares of 

land, of which 336.96 hectares are located within the Hinckley and Bosworth Authority. 

 

3.14 As detailed above the Green Wedge has been split into ten separate areas.  The Site is 

contained in the relatively small Area F ‘Land north of Sacheverell Way’. Taking into 

consideration the review methodology, in particular the reference to the subdivision of 

land to consider the different roles and character of the Green Wedge as detailed in 

paragraph 4.3.2,  the Review has made a clear distinction between Area F and the 

surrounding Green Wedge, see Figure 4.  This land parcel has clearly defined boundaries 

that include the settlement and dismantled railway line to the east, Sacheverell Way to 

the south, the cemetery to the west and Ratby Road to the north.  This creates a robust 

and enduring framework for development.  This is considered on further detail in the 

following sections of this appraisal. 

 

3.15 To the south is Area E ‘Land south of Sacheverell Way’ and to the west, beyond the M1 

motorway are to smaller land parcels Area H ‘South of the M1/North-East Ratby and 

Area I ‘Ferndale Park’, see Figure 4. 

 

3.16 The baseline assessment also covers public access, cultural heritage, mineral and waste, 

land use and ecology. 

 

3.17 In relation to public access the assessment considers the definitive public rights of way 

and cycle network, see Figures 1 and 2.  In summary the Review notes the connections 

between the settlements and makes particular note of the Bridleway connection known 

locally as the Ivanhoe Trail. 
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3.18 In relation to cultural heritage the Review sets out a commentary on local field patterns, 

known sites of archaeological remains/features and listed structures.  The only notable 

feature that is relevant to the Site is Martinshaw Lodge, a Listed Building located 

approximately 650m to the north west of the Site, see Figure 2. 

 

3.19 The Review continues to set out details of minerals resources and waste, none of which is 

relevant to the Site. 

 

3.20 The Review then considers land use and ecology.  Land use is summarised in a simple list 

of bullet points, the specific land use of the Site and its surroundings is again considered 

in detail in the following sections of this appraisal.  Ecology is considered in more detail 

and sets out the conclusions of the Rothley Brook Management Strategy.  The Strategy 

found that the land between Groby and Ratby (Areas E, F, G, H and I) to be of limited 

nature to nature conservation, and that any interest would be in the hedgerows as a 

wildlife corridor.  The Strategy noted that beyond Martinshaw Woods there are no 

designated parish or district level sites within these areas. 

 

3.21 The Review also concluded that the Site does not fall within the best and most versatile 

agricultural land classification, and is not within flood zones 2 or 3.  A detailed 

hydrological assessment has been carried out for the Site. 

 

3.22 The Review also acknowledges the green infrastructure corridor status of the Rothley 

Brook and the wider classification of the Green Wedge as an Urban Fringe Green 

Infrastructure Enhancement Zone in the 6C’s Green Infrastructure Strategy, see Figure 5. 

 

3.23 The Review then considers a number of planning applications, more specifically the 

previously refused scheme that relates to the Site, and the ‘Glenfield Park’ application 

located at the southern extent of the Green Wedge in Blaby District Council.  The Site 

and its relationship with the wider Green Wedge is considered in detail in the following 

section of this appraisal.  The issues raised in relation to the approved Glenfield Park 

scheme are considered in more detail later in this section. 

 

3.24 The Review identifies that the Site is listed in the Strategic Housing Land Availability 

Assessment (SHLAA), and it is assessed as being developable.  The Review also considers 

the Site Allocation and Generic Development Control Policies DPD Preferred Options 

document which identifies the Site as a proposed allocation for residential development 
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(GRO21).  The Review also sets out a summary of the comments received on the Rothley 

Brook Meadow Green Wedge allocation that include; the determination of Green 

Wedge having regard to landscape and visual impact and coinciding with key natural 

or man-made features; the acknowledgement that Green Wedges are not supported by 

Regional Plan policy in the same way as Green Belt; the need to review existing Green 

Wedge designations; that Green Wedges are an important component of the overall 

open space provision; and that they help to maintain settlement identity. 

 

3.25 As set out in the Regional Plan, the adopted Core Strategy and the Green Wedge 

Review Joint Methodology Green Wedges are to be reviewed to accommodate future 

development requirements in appropriate and sustainable locations.  This is 

acknowledged in the Review at paragraph 12.13.6 stating: 

 

‘There is development pressure around Groby and the majority of the 

expressions of interest for the settlement are within the Green Wedge.  The 

village is constrained by the road network which borders the village such as the 

A50 and Sacheverell Way and the A46 and M1which are in close proximity and 

these act as physical buffers.’ 

 

3.26 This raises the issue of housing growth at Groby.  The highway network is a threshold, or 

barrier, and an identified constraint the expansion of the settlement.  The A50 and 

Sacheverell Way contain the Village to the south and east beyond which the majority of 

the land is designated as Green Wedge.  To the north the village is substantially 

constrained by Martinshaw Woods, see Figures 3 and 4.  Opportunities for development 

within the village appear to be limited with the majority of open spaces being 

designated as recreation facilities and little other land being available for development.  

Breaching the highway network for development purposes would be reliant on the 

creation of new boundaries rather than working to natural or man-made features as set 

out in the Site Allocations DPD Preferred Options document.  The Site however presents 

an opportunity to secure development that does not breach the existing highway 

network and is set within an established framework of natural and man-made feature 

that include Sacheverell Way, Ratby Road, the cemetery and existing settlement edge. 

 

3.27 The Review then considers the Local Plan Inspectors Report from 1996.  As set out in the 

Regional Plan Green Wedges are to be reviewed as part of the LDF process.  The 

Inspectors report was considering the Green Wedge in the context of housing need over 
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the last Plan period that expired in 2006. It should be noted that the Local Plan Inspector 

reached similar conclusions in respect of the impact on the Green Wedge of 

development of land between Ratby and the M1 – for which the Borough Council have 

now granted planning permission for a residential development.  

 

3.28 The Review then sets out a brief survey of Area F, which includes the Site, at paragraph 

13.7. 

 

3.29 The following paragraphs summarise the Review’s evaluation of the Green Wedge 

against the four functions.  The issues identified in the Review are considered in detail in 

the following section of this appraisal. 

 

3.30 Under each function the Authority have considered the wider Green Wedge at a 

strategic level and the Borough Green Wedge as at more detailed local level. 

 

Preventing the merging of settlements 

3.31 At a strategic level the Review recognises the function of this Green Wedge in 

preventing coalescence between settlements and maintaining settlement character 

and identity.  This is the principle function of the Green Wedge however it is important to 

consider the role of the land that exists between each individual settlement and the 

perception of settlement identity/separation that exists from each.  It is therefore 

essential to consider the function of separation between each settlement in detail rather 

than at a strategic level. 

 

3.32 The Glenfield Park development is a good example of this where a large scale 

commercial and residential development has been accommodated within the Green 

Wedge without compromising the separate character and identity of individual 

settlements.   

 

3.33 At a local level the Authority identify the need to maintain separation between individual 

settlements, with specific reference made to the land separating Groby and Ratby.  The 

Review makes reference to the traffic movements between these settlements reducing 

the perception of a ‘gap’ between the settlements.  The Review makes specific 

reference to the sensitivity of Areas E and G(see Figure 4) - this does not include the Site. 
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3.34 Paragraph 15.2.10 of the Review underlines the importance of reviewing the boundaries 

of Green Wedges.  The ability to review Green Wedge boundaries makes it distinct from 

other landscape designations.  The Green Wedge is a functional planning policy and 

does not seek to protect a landscape of particular quality or sensitivity. 

 

Guiding development form 

3.35 It is clear that at a strategic level the Rothley Brook Meadows Green Wedge provides a 

number of green infrastructure corridors and links.  The principle corridor is that of the 

Brook that extends throughout the Green Wedge between Ratby and Kirby Muxloe, 

Groby and Glenfield and round to the northern fringes of Leicester and Anstey.  There 

are also several links extending from the Brook corridor to the fringes of Leicester to the 

south, and towards features such as Martinshaw Woods and the Groby Fishing Ponds to 

the north.  It is therefore important that future development is shaped not only by the 

need to respect the individual character and identity of settlements but also to maintain 

access into the wider green infrastructure network. 

 

3.36 At a local level the Review sets out a clear appreciation of the physical constraints 

specific to Groby, in tandem with the constraints of meeting future development 

requirements without utilising Green Wedge land.  As previously set out Groby is heavily 

constrained by the local highway network and Martinshaw Woods.  The Review states in 

paragraph 15.3.8: 

 

‘This is where the consideration of development form is important in meeting the 

future requirements.  It may be necessary to revise the green wedge boundary 

around Groby to accommodate the level of housing growth required in the Core 

Strategy, if a suitable and viable site outside the green wedge boundary cannot 

be identified.  Indeed the green wedge should be the minimum to provide the 

functions of the green wedge and this is an important element to consider when 

reviewing the boundary.’ 

 

3.37 Taking this into consideration it is logical that the Site was identified in the SHLAA as 

developable and included in the DPD as a preferred option site for residential 

development beyond the defined limits of the settlement. 

 

Providing a green lung into urban areas 

3.38 The definition of a green lung is set out in the Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology: 
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‘Green Wedges will provide communities with access to green infrastructure and 

the countryside beyond.  They are distinct from other types of open space in that 

they provide a continuous link between the open countryside and land which 

penetrates deep into urban areas.’ 

 

3.39 At a strategic level the Review is clearly reliant on the neighbouring Authorities’ Green 

Wedge land, and associated reviews, to demonstrate the function of a green lung, as 

none of the Green Wedge in Hinckley and Bosworth Borough penetrates into the urban 

area. 

 

3.40 At paragraph 15.4.4 the Review references the Charnwood Borough Council Green 

Wedge Review (February 2011).  At a strategic level the Rothley Brook Meadow Green 

Wedge in Charnwood Borough does provide the function of a green lung, with open 

space penetrating deep into the urban area between Glenfield and Beaumont Leys. 

 

3.41 At paragraph 15.4.5 the Review references the Blaby District Council Strategic Green 

Wedge Review (June 2009).  The findings of that Review concluded that the Green 

Wedge between Glenfield and Kirby Muxloe provided an important green corridor that 

functioned as a lung.  As set out above the Inspector at the Glenfield Park Inquiry 

concluded that this part of the Green Wedge did not function as a green lung. 

 

A recreational resource 

3.42 The Review recognises the function of the Green Wedge as a recreational resource at a 

strategic and local level, with a network of rights and way that provide access into the 

wider countryside. 

 

3.43 More specific to the Site are the rights of way and permissive paths to the western and 

eastern boundaries, the Parish Council open space to the south, and the school playing 

fields and pitches to the north. 

 

3.44 In summary the Review sets out the recommendations and conclusions for each 

individual area at Section 16.  The recommendations and conclusion for Areas F – Land 

north of Sacheverell Way are summarised below. 
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• The cemetery and Parish Council open space in combination with the path 

running through Cowpen Spinney and the public right of way to eastern 

boundary of the cemetery provide a green lung and recreation resource; 

• The development form to the south and east of Groby is guided by Sacheverell 

Way; 

• A large tract of land is under private ownership, and is not considered as part of 

the open spaces network, and therefore does not provide a recreational 

resource; 

• The Inspector that heard the recent Appeal in relation to the Site (within Area F) 

concluded that it had an open and largely rural aspect although tempered by 

surrounding urbanising influences; 

• The Glenfield Park scheme will be visible form Area F, the built development will 

dramatically change the current landscape and significantly reduce the area of 

separation between Groby and Glenfield; 

• The Local Plan inspector in 1996 noted that this part of the Green Wedge was 

structurally vital and vulnerable, although this was being considered against a 

preferred site that was not in the Green Wedge; 

• The Inspector when considering the recent Appeal in relation to the Site did so in 

isolation, and the ‘open aspect’ of the Site is not a function of the Green Wedge; 

• The Inspector did not consider the Green Wedge at a strategic level (i.e. in the 

context of the wider environs of Groby and the alternative opportunities that exist 

for development); 

• Ratby and Groby are in close proximity although there is not inter-visibility 

between the settlements; 

• It is anticipated that approved Glenfield Park scheme will lead to inter-visibility 

between Area F and Glenfield over the Plan period; and  

• The consultation event and appeal decision have highlighted that the area of 

Green Wedge functions by providing separation between settlements and 

guiding development form. 

 

3.45 Taking these points in turn It is clear that that when the Inspector considered the recent 

appeal in relation to the Site this was done in isolation and not in the context of the 

constraints of the wider Green Wedge. 

 

3.46 The Review states that there is not inter-visibility between the settlements of Ratby and 

Groby. 
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3.47 The Local Plan Inspectors report was considering the development needs for last Plan 

period that expired in 2006.  These comments are therefore old and out of context.  The 

Regional Plan requires the review of Green Wedges as part of the LDF process. 

 

3.48 It is not the case that the Glenfield Park scheme will significantly reduce the separation 

between Glenfield and Groby, built form will not extend any closer to Groby than 

already exists, see Figure 4.  The Glenfield Park scheme will not create inter-visibility 

between Glenfield and Groby as this already exists, and the areas of separation 

between the settlements remains substantial and unchanged, see View 1 Figure 7.
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4 BASELINE ENVRIONMENT 

 

4.1 The following section of this appraisal sets out a review of the baseline environment 

associated with the Rothley Brook Meadows Green Wedge.  

 

Settlement and Infrastructure 

4.2 The southern edge of the Green Wedge is defined by the north-west urban fringes of 

Leicester City comprising Glenfield and the Braunstone Frith industrial estate to the west 

and Beaumont Leys to the north.  To the north the Green Wedge is defined by a 

combination of countryside, woodland and satellite villages that include Ratby, Groby, 

Anstey and Thurcaston.  Kirby Muxloe is at the western edge of the Green Wedge, and is 

distinct from the others as it is physically connected to the City, see Figure 1. 

 

4.3 The Mill Lane Industrial Estate comprises a collection of large industrial units that extend 

to the northern fringes of Glenfield along the Rothley Brook .  These buildings present as a 

barrier in the Green Wedge and appear as the northern extent of built development 

extending from the City.  The recently approved Glenfield Park scheme will deliver a new 

commercial and residential development on the land between the Mill Lane Industrial 

Estate, Glenfield and the M1 motorway to the west. 

 

4.4 The Brantings is a small residential area within the Green Wedge to the east of Groby, 

beyond the A46 extending towards the City along the south side of the A50. 

 

4.5 The Green Wedge is defined by a significant highway network that comprises the M1 

motorway that crosses between Leicester and Ratby through the western part of the 

Green Wedge, the A46 that runs on a broadly central alignment through the Green 

Wedge and the A50 that crosses between Leicester and Groby at the centre of the 

Green Wedge.  Beyond this network there are a number of minor roads that connect the 

surrounding villages. 

 

4.6 Beyond the highways network major infrastructure features are restricted to the over 

head power lines that run through the Green Wedge from Thurcaston to Ratby and Kirby 

Muxloe, broadly following the alignment of the Rothley Brook. 

 



Land East of Groby Cemetery – Green Wedge Appraisal 
Bloor Homes East Midlands  
 

March 2012 (Issue 1) 19 EMS.2296 
 

Landform 

4.7 The land form is defined by the valley setting to the Rothley Brook throughout the Green 

Wedge.  The Brook runs from west to east at approximately 80m AOD at Kirby Muxloe in 

the west to Thurcaston at approximately 60m AOD in the east, see Figure 1. 

 

4.8 The valley sides are of a consistently gentle gradient rising towards the fringes of Leicester 

City to the south, and towards the local ridgeline to the north, often defined by the 

outlying satellite villages.  The southern ridge rises to between 95m AOD to 100m AOD at 

Glenfield, and 90m AOD to 95m AOD at Beaumont Leys.  To the north the local ridgeline 

rises to between 90m AOD to 95m AOD at Ratby and Groby, between 65m AOD to 90m 

AOD at Anstey and 75m AOD at Thurcaston. 

 

Land Use 

4.9 Beyond the settlements and commercial development the land use within the Green 

Wedge is typical of most urban fringe locations comprising a mixture of arable and 

pastoral farmland with a number of fields used as paddocks with associated horsiculture 

ancillary buildings and facilities. 

 

4.10 There is a concentration of arable and pastoral land use to the valley sides where the 

field patterns are larger defined by low cut native boundary hedgerows.  Towards 

settlements the field pattern becomes fragmented with an increase in pastoral land uses.  

Rothley Brook runs central to the valley and influences the character of the adjoining 

land, with an increase in pastoral land use and a more wooded appearance created by 

the riparian landscape setting of the Brook in combination with the more structured and 

taller hedgerow network associated with the surrounding pastures. 

 

4.11 Around settlements there is also an increase in land used as public open space and 

formal sports and recreation.  There are also a number of allotments and cemeteries 

associated with the edges of settlements. 

 

Vegetation Cover 

4.12 Vegetation cover within the Green Wedge generally comprises native field boundaries, 

often defined by low cut hedgerows to the larger arable fields and taller lees managed 

hedgerows to the pasture, particularly those associated with the Brook.  The Brook is 

defined by a strong riparian landscape setting that presents a more wooded 

appearance that actually exists. 
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4.13 There are also a number of tree belts and smaller copses, these include the significant 

wooded tree belts to the west of the M1 at Ratby, the Fishley Belt and associated 

Lombardy Poplars at Western Park Golf Course and the tree line extending from Cowpen 

Spinney along the dismantled railway line. 

 

4.14 Beyond the Green Wedge to the north the wider wooded areas and hills associated with 

the Charnwood Fringes, such as Martinshaw Woods define the visual horizon beyond the 

settlements. 

 

Hydrology 

4.15 The principle hydrological feature is the Rothley Brook that defines much of the valley 

setting, in combination with surrounding farmland and settlement.  The Brook runs 

between Ratby and Kirby Muxloe at the western edge of the Green Wedge, following 

the valley setting between the northern fringes of Leicester and the satellite settlements 

of Groby and Anstey, beyond which the Brook heads to the north between the 

settlements of Thurcaston and Cropston. 

 

4.16 Beyond the Rothley Brook hydrological features are restricted to the Groby Fishing Ponds 

that are beyond Groby to the north of the A50; the Muxloe Brook that runs from Kirby 

Muxloe under the M1 and along Kirby Road before joining Rothley Brook at the Glenfield 

Mill Scheduled Ancient Monument, a number of smaller field ponds, a number of smaller 

drains and watercourses including the ditch course draining towards the Rothley Brook 

from Cowpen Spinney and the ditch course draining down to the Brook from Western 

Park Golf Course. 

 

 

Rights of Way and Open Space 

4.17 The rights of way network is set out on Figures 1 and 2.  One area of limited access was 

the land between Western Park Golf Course and the Mill Lane Industrial Estate, however 

the recently approved Glenfield Park scheme will deliver significant areas of public 

access land and associated rights of way that will improve public access and recreation 

in this part of the Green Wedge, see Figure 1. 
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4.18 Although there are continuous footpath routes through the Green Wedge much of the 

network is severed or constrained by the highways network.  This is particularly relevant 

when considering the north to south connection across the Green Wedge. 

 

4.19 In addition to the rights of way network public access in the Green Wedge is facilitated 

by public meadows next to the Brook, local areas of open space often at settlement 

edges, and local sports and recreation facilities, again often closely associated with 

settlements. 

 

Visual Setting 

4.20 The visual setting of the Green Wedge is defined by the setting of Rothley Brook valley.  

To the south the southern ridgeline is defined by the urban fringes of Leicester and 

associated areas of commercial development such as the Mill Lane Industrial Estate.  To 

the north the local ridgeline is defined in part by the satellite settlements of Ratby, Groby, 

Anstey and Thurcaston, between which there are views towards the surrounding areas of 

farmland and larger areas of woodland such as Martinshaw Woods.  Beyond the local 

ridgeline to the north there are longer distance views from the more elevated section of 

the southern valley slopes towards the Charnwood fringes and Bradgate Park. 

 

4.21 From the lower lying areas associated with the Brook views are often fragmented and 

filtered by intervening vegetation.  Corridor views exist along the valley, following the 

watercourse and up the valley slopes with the horizon often defined by prominent 

wooded features and settlement, or combinations of both.  Views are also influenced by 

industrial development associated with the Brook and surrounding settlements. 

 

4.22 The general visual character of the Green Wedge is that of an urban fringe setting 

comprising farmland influenced by surrounding settlement and industry, major highways 

and associated junctions (some of which are elevated) and over head power lines.  The 

landscape is often disjointed and compartmentalised.  There is no particular visual 

quality of merit within the Green Wedge, the only features of note are the longer 

distance views form the more elevated sections of the southern valley slopes back 

towards the Charnwood Forest.  The urban fringe location, in combination with the 

highways network and other infrastructure elements create a landscape of limited visual 

sensitivity. 
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The Site and surrounding Green Wedge 

4.23 The Site covers approximately 4.4 hectares of rough pasture adjoining the western 

settlement edge of Groby. 

 

4.24 The boundaries of the Site are defined to the north by a combination of mature 

vegetation, individual property rear gardens and Ratby Road, beyond which is 

Brookvale High School and associated sports facilities; to the east by the treed disused 

railway line that extends south from Cowpen Spinney linking with Sacheverell Way, 

beyond which is modern residential development; to the south by a mature boundary 

hedgerow, beyond which is a small area of public open space and Sacheverell Way; 

and to the east by public footpath R53 and associated boundary hedgerow and trees, 

beyond which is the local cemetery. 

 

4.25 Beyond the adjoining built up area of Groby land use near to the site includes a mixture 

of arable and pastoral farmland, public open space, a cemetery, tree belts and 

woodland cover to the north in the form of Martinshaw Woods, a school site and 

associated sports facilities including formal courts and multiuse games areas. 

 

4.26 The Site falls from west to east towards the settlement, from approximately 95m AOD at 

its western boundary to approximately 85m AOD at its eastern boundary.  The land then 

rises again to the east to create a localised valley setting between the Site and 

settlement, creating varying degrees of visual and physical containment from the land to 

the north and west.  Beyond the site to the north and west the landform rises towards 

Martinshaw Woods and the M1, with small undulations that create local ridgelines often 

limiting inter-visibility and create localised containment.  To the south the land continues 

to fall towards the Rothley Brook. 

 

4.27 The vegetation of the Site comprises mature trees and hedgerows to its northern and 

eastern boundaries.  The southern and eastern boundaries are defined by a combination 

of hedgerow and trees. 

 

4.28 There is a small ditch course just beyond the eastern boundary of the Site that is 

contiguous with the former railway line.  There is also a small field pond to the south east 

corner of the Site. 
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4.29 In visual term the Site is seen in the context of the adjoining settlement, this relationship is 

reinforced by the inward facing topography that presents varying degrees of visual 

separation from the land to the north and west of the Site.  The southern boundary of the 

Site is relatively open to view towards the wider valley setting and the northern fringes of 

the City on the southern ridgeline.  However, from the south the Site is viewed in the 

context of the settlement. 

 

4.30 Beyond the Site to the north the varying landform in combination with a slightly flatter, 

plateau area adjoining to the woods, in combination with intervening tree and 

vegetation cover, restricts the majority of views towards the Site, see Views 4 and 16 

Figures 8 and 12 respectively.  From the east views of the Site are very much restricted to 

the settlement boundary and the permissive footpath following the disused railway line.  

From the south the Site is viewed in the context the wider settlement and the surrounding 

areas of farmland, with the wooded backdrop of Martinshaw Woods rising to the north, 

see Views 2 and 3 Figure 7.  Local tree belts and the undulating landform also creates 

localised visual containment, restricting wider views towards the Site.  From the west 

where views of the Site exist they are set in the context of the settlement, however views 

soon become filtered and screened by intervening landform and vegetation.  The 

mature tree belt to the west of the M1 motorway substantially restricts visibility between 

Ratby and Groby (including the Site) and intervening Green Wedge, see Views 7, 11 and 

15 Figures 9, 10 and 11 respectively. 
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5 GREEN WEDGE APPRAISAL 

 

5.1 The following section of this appraisal reviews the existing functions of the Green Wedge 

and considers the likely effect of the development of the Site on those functions.  Each of 

the Green Wedge functions and the likely effect of development on those functions are 

considered at both a strategic scale and a local scale that is more relevant to the Site. 

 

Preventing the merging of settlements 

5.2 As stated in the Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology: 

 

‘Green Wedges will safeguard the identity of communities within and around 

urban areas that face growth pressures.  The coalescence of settlements should 

be considered in terms of both physical separation and the perception of 

distance between the settlements.’ 

 

5.3 The existing Green Wedge extends between Leicester City and a number of satellite 

settlements including Kirby Muxloe, Ratby, Groby, Anstey and Thurcaston.  The Green 

Wedge also extends between these settlements. 

 

5.4 In relation to Groby the surrounding settlements include the urban fringes of Leicester to 

the south that include Glenfield and the Mill Lane Industrial Estate, Ratby to the south 

west and Anstey to the north east. 

 

5.5 In relation to Groby and Anstey the settlements are approximately 1.35km apart, and the 

land between them is defined by rolling farmland and highway infrastructure.  The 

relationship between these settlements is limited through a combination of distance and 

intervening landform.  This in turn restricts inter-visibility between the settlements and the 

importance of any separation function.  The cross Authority boundary relationship 

between the Green Wedge designation is also disjointed, with a wide area of Green 

Wedge extending from Groby towards the Charnwood Authority boundary that is not 

replicated within the Charnwood Authority area. 

 

5.6 In relation to Groby and the Leicester urban fringe including the Mill Lane Industrial 

Estate, the Green Wedge extends across the northern valley slopes towards the Rothley 

Brook where its boundary is defined by a combination of the Mill Lane Industrial Estate 
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and the northern fringes of Glenfield, see View 1, Figure 7.  The gap between Groby and 

Green Wedge boundary at the industrial estate is approximately 500m, and includes the 

A46 that is in cutting throughout this section.  Beyond the Mill Lane Industrial Estate to the 

south is the recently consented Glenfield Park site.  The development of this site will not 

bring development closer to Groby than already exists, see Figure 4.  The Glenfield Park 

site is set within an established framework of development, settlement, major highways 

and the wooded backdrop of Western Park Golf Club to the south.  This part of the 

Green Wedge is compartmentalised and has an extremely limited relationship with the 

wider Green Wedge to the north and west. 

 

5.7 In relation to Groby and Ratby the settlements are approximately 600m apart between 

which the Green Wedge is defined by a combination of farmland, highways, sports 

facilities and a cemetery, see Views 2, 3 and 4, Figures 7 and 8.  The eastern edge of 

Ratby is defined by a mature tree belt, beyond which the M1 motorway presents as a 

major threshold in the landscape.  Between these settlements there are three principle 

links that include; footpath R38 that extends along the southern fringe of Martinshaw 

Woods, between Woodbank Road in Groby and Markfield Road in Ratby; Groby Road 

and associated footpath/cycleway that crosses the M1 from Ratby beyond which the 

road dissects into Ratby Road that heads in a north-east direction into Groby and 

Sacheverell Way that defines the southern edge of the village; and footpath R53 that 

extends between Ferndale Drive at Ratby and Ratby Road at Groby, see Figure 2. 

 

5.8 From the edge of each settlement there is a limited, if any perception of the other, and 

often an extremely limited perception of the Green Wedge land between the 

settlements when viewed from Ratby.  The following paragraphs consider the visual 

relationship between the settlements making reference to a series of views taken from 

the principle links set out above. 

 

5.9 Taking the southernmost of these links first, when viewed from Sacheverell Way at the 

south-west edge of Groby a combination of intervening landform and vegetation 

substantially restrict any views or perception of Ratby, see View 5, Figure 8.  Even when 

viewed from Sacheverell Way at the crossing point of footpath R53, more central to the 

Green Wedge, any visual relationship with Ratby remains extremely limited, see View 6, 

Figure 8. 
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5.10 From footpath R53 at the edge of Ratby the perception of Groby and the Green Wedge 

land between the settlements is extremely limited, substantially restricted by the 

intervening vegetation, see View 7 Figure 9.  The M1 motorway, in combination with this 

tree belt presents as a major threshold in the landscape that defines the edge of the 

settlement.  On crossing this threshold there is a clear understanding that you have left 

Ratby.  From the east side of the bridge the landscape is defined by an open arable field 

that defines much of the view.  The horizon being defined by a combination of 

settlements and wooded backdrop, see View 8 Figure 9 and Section A-A Figure 6. 

 

5.11 The central link is broadly contiguous with the footpath/cycleway that extends from 

Brookvale High School at the mini roundabout on Ratby Road at Groby to the M1 bridge 

crossing at Groby Road in Ratby.  When viewed from the mini roundabout at Brook Vale 

High School on Ratby road views of the wider Green Wedge and Ratby are screened by 

intervening landform and vegetation, see View 9 Figure 9.  Further in the Green Wedge 

along Ratby Road any perception of Ratby remains extremely limited due to the 

significant landscape setting associated with the M1 and the layering of intervening 

vegetation within the Green Wedge, see View 10 Figure 10. 

 

5.12 From Ratby at the Groby Road M1 bridge crossing there is again a very restricted 

understanding of the landscape beyond the motorway.  Views are substantially 

restricted by the landscaping associated with the motorway, and where views exist the 

intervening vegetation restricts any perception of open land beyond the motorway.  A 

glimpsed view does exist towards the elevated western edges of Groby, however this 

view is restricted and there is a limited, if any, appreciation of open land between the 

settlements, see View 11 Figure 10, and Section B-B Figure 6). 

 

5.13 Again, the M1 and associated vegetation acts as a significant threshold in the 

landscape, defining the edge of the settlement.  Beyond the M1 views of the wider 

Green Wedge and Groby are again limited and substantially restricted by the layer of 

boundary vegetation and tree cover in combination with the localised changes in 

landform, see View 12 figure 10. 

 

5.14 The northern link coincides with the southern boundary of Martinshaw Woods.  From the 

northern extent of the Green Wedge where footpath R38 emerges from the wooded 

fringes of Groby views across the Green Wedge are defined by the localised topography 

and intervening vegetation that substantially restricts any perception of Ratby, see View 
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13 Figure 11.  From further within the Green Wedge the landform begins to plateau, 

however any perception of Ratby is again limited by the mature tree belt associated 

with the M1 motorway, see View 14, Figure 11. 

 

5.15 From Ratby footpath R38 extends from Markfield Road at the settlement edge and there 

is open Green Wedge land between the settlement and the M1.  However, any 

perception of the wider Green Wedge to the east of the motorway is restricted by the 

intervening vegetation, see View 15 Figure 11.  Again, the M1 and associated vegetation 

creates a significant threshold, and once crossed, there is a clear understanding that you 

have left the settlement.  Beyond the M1 there is a far greater appreciation of the Green 

Wedge however the local landform and vegetation cover still restrict views towards 

Groby, see View 16 Figure 12, and Section C-C Figure 6. 

 

5.16 This analysis of the visual relationship between Groby, Ratby and the Green Wedge land 

between the settlements demonstrates that there is an extremely limited perception of 

either settlement from one another, and almost no perception of the wider Green 

Wedge from Ratby.  The M1 motorway in combination with the associated vegetation 

covers acts as a major threshold in the landscape that not only visual and physically 

separates the settlement from the wider landscape to the east but also clearly defines 

your perception of entering and leaving the settlement. 

 

5.17 The clear distinction between Ratby and the land to the east of the M1 substantially limits 

the Green Wedge function of maintaining separation between Ratby and Groby, this is 

further diluted by the limited perception of one settlement from the other.  This lack of 

inter-visibility will allow development to occur without harm to the separate identities of 

the settlements and will not result in the merging of settlements. 

 

5.18 The findings of this analysis are further supported by the Borough Council’s Review that 

states in paragraph 16.7.5: 

 

‘Ratby and Groby are within close proximity although there is not intervisibility 

between the settlements.’   

 

5.19 In the same paragraph the Review continues by considering inter-visibility between 

Groby and Glenfield.  Inter-visibility between these settlements and the Mill Lane 
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Industrial Estate already exists, and as previously stated the Glenfield Park scheme will not 

bring development any closer to Groby as already exists. 

 

5.20 The review also considers the issue of coalescence between Ratby and Groby stating 

that: 

 

‘There is the threat of coalescence between Ratby and Groby.  The traffic 

movement between the settlements and the M1 reduces the perception of a 

gap between the settlements in particular this occurs between Sacheverell Way 

and the motorway.  A particular area where this could occur is along Groby 

Road either side of the M1 (areas E and G).  There is a need to restrict ribbon 

development at this point as there is potential from the sprawl of these 

settlements and it is important that the separate identities of these settlements is 

preserved and there is a sense of leaving one village and entering another.’ 

 

5.21 This analysis has identified the strong threshold created by the M1 and associated 

vegetation that defines the edge of Ratby and the sense of arrival/departure to and 

from the settlement.  Areas E and G identified in the Review abut Groby Road to the 

north and south beyond the M1, development in this location would breach this 

threshold and extend the settlement of Ratby to the eastside of the motorway, see 

Figure 4.  Area F has a close relationship with Groby, heightened by the local 

topography, and does therefore not share the sensitivity of Areas E and G, as 

acknowledged in the Review. 

 

Guiding development form 

5.22 As stated in the Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology: 

 

‘Green wedges will guide the form of new developments as urban areas extend.  

Consideration will be given to designating new green wedges or amending 

existing ones where it would help shape the development of new communities 

such as potential sustainable urban extensions.’ 

 

5.23 A balance must be maintained between the retention of Green Wedge land and the 

need to provide land for development in the most appropriate and sustainable 

locations.  Green Wedge land can help to guide development form by identifying the 
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most appropriate land to accommodate the development needs of a settlement 

without compromising the identified functions of that Green Wedge. 

 

5.24 The Review carried out by the Local Authority acknowledges that there is an identified 

need for growth in Groby, and it is unlikely that this level of growth can be 

accommodated within the existing settlement boundary. 

 

5.25 On this matter the Review states that: 

 

‘This is where the consideration of development form is important in meeting the 

future requirements.  It may be necessary to revises the green wedge boundary 

around Groby to accommodate the level of housing growth required in the Core 

Strategy, if a suitable and viable site outside the green wedge boundary cannot 

be identified.  Indeed the green wedge should be the minimum to provide the 

functions of the green wedge and this is an important element to consider when 

reviewing the boundary.’ 

 

5.26 The settlement is defined to the north by the A50, to the south and east by the A46 and 

Sacheverell Way and to the north by a combination of woodland, schools and 

recreation grounds.  These boundaries are robust and present significant thresholds in the 

landscape that the settlement has extended to but not beyond, with the exception of 

the Brantings that extends beyond the A46 along the A50 towards the City.  The western 

boundary of the settlement is defined by Cowpen Spinney, the tree line associated with 

the dismantled railway line and Brookvale High School and associated sports facilities. 

 

5.27 The current development form of the settlement is recognised in the Review: 

 

‘As stated in the desk top review, to a large extent the road network guides the 

current development form of Groby.  Sacheverell Way and the A50 are of 

particular note as they contain the settlement to the north, east and south.  

Sacheverell Way sweeps around the modern housing estate to the east and 

south of the settlement, there are not properties that face onto the road and the 

boundary treatment of the dwellings on the fringe of the estate give the sense of 

enclosure and that it is the edge of Groby.  The A50 is a dual carriageway which 

clearly separates Groby from the open countryside beyond.  The road network 

provides a logical boundary to the development form of Groby and the green 
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wedge prevents the settlement from breaching the roads retaining the feeling of 

openness beyond the village.’ 

 

5.28 The majority of the land beyond these boundaries is designated as Green Wedge, with 

the exception of the northern extent of the settlement defined by Martinshaw Woods 

and Groby Martinshaw Primary School that offers little in terms of development potential.  

It is therefore likely that if Groby is to accommodate meaningful growth for new housing 

that a site, or sites, will be required within the Green Wedge. 

 

5.29 Development within the Green Wedge beyond the A50, A46 or Sacheverell Way would 

breach a clearly defined threshold.  In addition the land beyond these thresholds is 

farmland with little definition beyond the boundary hedgerows to guide development 

form, or control future development. 

 

5.30 To the west of the settlement development beyond the school and it grounds would 

again be difficult to control with little boundary definition in the landscape to guide 

development beyond the hedgerow network. 

 

5.31 The land within Area F, see Figure 4, is defined by Ratby Road to the north, Sacheverell 

Way and the Parish open space to the south, and footpath R53 and the cemetery to the 

west.  These boundaries are robust and enduring providing a structured framework for 

development that shares a close relationship with the existing settlement.  As already set 

out this land serves a limited function in maintaining the separate character and identity 

of the surrounding settlements and any development on the site will be  restricted and 

controlled by these robust boundaries. 

 

5.32 This analysis has identified the limited growth opportunities that exist beyond the 

settlement limits of Groby without impacting on Green Wedge land and breaching 

infrastructure thresholds that provide logical boundaries to the settlement.  In addition 

the farmland beyond these thresholds has little definition to guide development beyond 

the existing field boundary network.  Area F to the west has a closer relationship with the 

settlement and does not breach these highway thresholds.  Furthermore Area F has an 

established framework of highways and infrastructure, including roads, rights of way, 

public open space and the local cemetery, that provide robust and enduring 

boundaries that will guide the scale and form of development.  This must have been part 



Land East of Groby Cemetery – Green Wedge Appraisal 
Bloor Homes East Midlands  
 

March 2012 (Issue 1) 31 EMS.2296 
 

of the consideration for the inclusion of the Site in the draft DPD as a residential proposal 

beyond the defined limits to the settlement. 

 

Providing a green lung into urban areas 

5.33 As stated in the Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology: 

 

‘Green wedges will provide communities with access to green infrastructure and 

the countryside beyond.  They are distinct from other types of open space in that 

they provide a continuous link between the open countryside and land which 

penetrates deep into urban areas.’ 

 

5.34 At a strategic scale there are only two parts of the existing Rothley Brook Meadow Green 

Wedge that provide the function of a Green Lung; including the section of Green 

Wedge that extends into the City from Anstey Mill between Glenfield and Beaumont 

Leys; and the section of Green Wedge that extends south along the Great Central 

Railway from Thurcaston into the City between Beaumont Leys and Birstall. 

 

5.35 Although the Blaby District Council Green Wedge Review suggested that the Green 

Wedge extending from Glenfield north between Ratby and Groby functioned as a 

green lung, it was agreed by Blaby District Council at the Glenfield Park Inquiry that this 

was not the case.  However, the Glenfield Park scheme may create a green lung 

function in the vicinity of the Western Park Golf Course by the virtual of the scale and 

deposition of the development. 

 

5.36 At a local scale the Green Wedge land within the Authority area does not function as a 

green lung.  It does not penetrate deep into the urban area, in contrast it is part of the 

wider countryside that exists between the surrounding settlements. 

 

5.37 At a strategic scale the Green Wedge is part of the wider green infrastructure network 

and is identified as part of a ‘City Scale’ green infrastructure corridor identified in the 

6C’s Green Infrastructure Strategy. 

 

5.38 This analysis has identified that at a strategic scale the Green Wedge performs the 

function of a green lung, penetrating into the urban area between Glenfield and 

Beaumont Leys and Beaumont Leys and Birstall.  This analysis has also identified that 

although the Green Wedge land extending from Glenfield was not considered to 
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provide the function of the Green Wedge when considering the Glenfield Park scheme, 

the subsequent approval and future construction of the scheme, may enhance its 

function in this respect. 

 

5.39 Regardless of this the Green Wedge at a local scale does not function as a green lung as 

it does not penetrate deep into an urban area, rather it comprises farmland between 

the surrounding settlements.  At a wider scale the Green Wedge is however part of a 

network of green infrastructure, albeit the removal of the Site from the Green Wedge 

would not compromise or physically restrict this network (see below). 

 

Acting as a recreational resource 

5.40 As stated in the Green Wedge Review Joint Methodology: 

 

‘Green wedges will provide a recreational resource.  This could include informal 

and formal facilities now and in the future.  Public access will be maximised.’ 

 

5.41 At a strategic scale the Green Wedge provides a network of rights of way in 

combination with formal and informal leisure and recreation resources often closely 

related to urban fringes and settlements edges that include informal open space, 

football pitches, park, play facilities and allotments. 

 

5.42 The Blaby District Council Green Wedge Review identified the lack of recreation 

resources and footpath network between Western Park Golf Course and the Rothley 

Brook corridor.  The Glenfield Park scheme will deliver a network of rights of way and 

public access land that enhances public access and permeability from the golf course 

to the wider Green Wedge.  This includes wider enhancements such as footpath 

improvements that provide direct access from Groby to the Rothley Brook and beyond. 

 

5.43 At a local scale access to the Green Wedge is facilitated by a network of footpaths, in 

particular the rights of way and cycleway that link Groby and Ratby. 

 

5.44 The sports courts and pitches associated with the school also provide a recreation 

resource within the Green Wedge. 

 

5.45 Although this analysis has identified the function of the Green Wedge at both a strategic 

and local scale as a recreation resource the Site comprises privately owned land that 
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does not provide any public access or use as a leisure or recreational resource.  The Site 

includes a public right of way along its western boundary, and adjoins a permissive path 

along the disused railway line to the east, and an area of public open space to its 

southern boundary.  The removal of the Site from the Green Wedge however will not 

affect the ability to access the Green Wedge or its use as a leisure and recreation 

resource at a local and strategic level. 
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6 SUMMARY OF LIKELY EFFECTS ON THE FUNCTION OF THE GREEN WEDGE 

 

6.1 This appraisal has reviewed Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s  Green Wedge 

Review, and carried out a detailed analysis of the Rothley Brook Meadow Green Wedge 

at a macro and local scale.  A the macro scale this appraisal has considered the wider 

functions of the Green Wedge, and also considered the effect of recently consented 

development at Glenfield Park, on these functions.  At a local scale this review has again 

considered the function of the Green Wedge and considered the likely of effect of the 

development, or removal, of the Site from the Green Wedge. 

 

6.2 The Local Authorities Review identifies the Rothley Brook Meadows Green Wedge as 

being 1375 hectares.  The Site covers 4.4 hectares of land of which 1.4 hectares will be 

laid out as public open space. Therefore, the removal of the Site from the Green Wedge 

would result in a 0.32% reduction to the overall designation. 

 

6.3 In relation to the Green Wedge function of preventing the merging of settlements this 

appraisal identified that the existing Green Wedge extends between Leicester City and 

a number of satellite settlements including Kirby Muxloe, Ratby, Groby, Anstey and 

Thurcaston. 

 

6.4 In relation to Groby the surrounding settlements include the urban fringes of Leicester to 

the south that include Glenfield and the Mill Lane Industrial Estate, Ratby to the south 

west and Anstey to the north east.  The distance and topographical relationship 

between Anstey and Groby limits the separation function of the Green Wedge in this 

location.  In relation to the northern fringes of Leicester, including Glenfield and the Mill 

Lane Industrial Estate this appraisal identified that there is existing inter-visibility between 

these settlements that land between them is open and undeveloped.  The development 

of the Glenfield Park site will not bring development closer to Groby than already exists.  

The Glenfield Park site is set within an established framework of development, settlement, 

major highways and the wooded backdrop of Western Park Golf Club to the south.  This 

part of the Green Wedge is compartmentalised and has an extremely limited 

relationship with the wider Green Wedge to the north and west. 

 

6.5 At a more detailed level and when considering the Site, this appraisal identified the 

strong threshold created by the M1 and associated vegetation that defines the edge of 
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Ratby.  Areas E and G identified in the Review abut Groby Road to the east of Ratby 

beyond the M1, development in this location would breach this threshold and extend 

the settlement of Ratby to the eastside of the motorway.  In contrast Area F has a close 

relationship with Groby, heightened by the local topography, and does therefore not 

share the sensitivity of Areas E and G. 

 

6.6 The clear distinction between Ratby and the land to the east of the M1 substantially limits 

the Green Wedge function of maintaining separation between Ratby and Groby.  This is 

further diluted by the limited perception of one settlement from the other.  This lack of 

inter-visibility will assist in allowing the development of the Site without harm to the 

separate identities of the surrounding settlements and will not result in the merging of 

settlements. 

 

6.7 In relation to the function of guiding development form this appraisal has identified the 

limited growth opportunities that exist beyond the settlement limits of Groby without 

impacting on Green Wedge land and breaching infrastructure thresholds that provide a 

logical boundary to the settlement.  In addition the farmland beyond these thresholds 

has little definition to guide development beyond the existing field boundary network.  In 

contrast, Area F, and the Site, has a closer relationship with the settlement and does not 

breach these highway thresholds.  Furthermore the Site has an established framework of 

highways and infrastructure, including roads, rights of way, public open space and the 

local cemetery, that provide robust and enduring boundaries that will guide the scale 

and form of development.  As such, the Green Wedge does not perform the role of 

guiding settlement form in this location.  

 

6.8 In relation to the function of a green lung this appraisal has identified that at a strategic 

scale the Green Wedge performs the function of a green lung, however at a local scale 

does not perform this function as it does not penetrate deep into an urban area, rather it 

comprises farmland between the surrounding settlements.  At a strategic scale the 

Green Wedge is however part of a wider network of green infrastructure, but the 

removal of the Site from the Green Wedge would not compromise or physically restrict 

this network or its future expansion. 

 

6.9 This appraisal identified that the Green Wedge functions at a strategic and local scale as 

a recreation resource.  However the Site is privately owned land and does not provide 

any public access.  Although the Site is bounded to the south, east and west by a 
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combination of footpaths and public open space the development of the Site would not 

physical compromise these features or restricts their function in providing open access 

from the settlement to the surrounding Green Wedge. 

 

6.10 This appraisal has demonstrated through the detailed consideration of the Green Wedge 

that the development of the Site would have a limited, if any, effect on the perceived 

separation of settlements and would not result in their physical coalescence; the 

selection of the Site has been guided by the need for future development and the 

physical character and composition of the settlement and surrounding Green Wedge 

land; it would not affect the function of a Green Lung or compromise the existing or 

future expansion of the green infrastructure network; and it would not physically restrict 

or compromise the use of the Green Wedge as a recreation resource. 

 

6.11 When considered against the other development opportunities that exist beyond the 

defined limits of the settlement, it is clear that the Site presents an appropriate 

opportunity for growth guided by the Green Wedge functions that are relevant to it. 
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