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David Sprason’s Parish Report.  
 
 
SHIRE £260k Community Grants  
 
LCC is requesting expressions of interests from community and voluntary 
groups for a slice of a new £260,000 grants scheme. The new SHIRE 
community funding is to replace previous grants. The SHIRE Community 
Solutions grant puts a strong emphasis on communities supporting the young, 
vulnerable and elderly. Expressions of interest can be made at anytime. 
Further details available at www.leics.gov.uk/grants  for further advice contact 
0116 305 7269/7020 or e-mail shiregrapressionnts@leics.gov.uk  
 
Community Meals Consultatation 
 
The community meals service is one of those services that are seen as real 
wellbeing preventative services. It ensures that vulnerable people who do get 
a traditional social care service receive some contact. It delivers a hot meal 
either to a person’s home or to a luncheon club that is nutritious, healthy and 
affordable. It is not just about the meal it also means that people have contact 
with another person who makes sure they are ok, warm, hydrated or need any 
other assistance. We are seeing daily more people accessing food banks, 
food kitchens and luncheon clubs. The proposal to cut the £2.65 subsidy one 
could argue is not a major a lot of money but it equates to an increase of 
£18.55 a week and a total cost of £41.30 a week. It will be unaffordable to 
those receiving the service and will result in an increase in social isolation, 
increase food poverty and place more people at risk of malnutrition and 
dehydration. I am very worried that this should be seen as a priority I would 
argue that this is an ill thought out short term saving proposal. I believe that in 
a civilized society we should look after our elderly and more vulnerable this is 
a cut too far. Surely we should be looking to reduce highly paid senior posts 
and members expenses first that is showing real political leadership. I will 
continue to express my opposition to these proposals from the County Council 
administration. 
 
Library Consultation 
 
This consultation should be clear and fair regarding the impacts of the 
decision to put our rural libraries at risk of closure. I have attended a number 
of consultation events to try and get some clarity on costs and what support 
would be coming from the County Council. We have also been working with 
local residents to get groups together so we have an offer ready to save our 
library. We are clear that we will need to have a community trust with 
volunteers at its heart who will take over the running of the library.  
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What has been impossible to find out is the true breakdown of costs and what 
the offer is from the County Council, a simple thing to give you would have 
thought. It is proving almost impossible to get any answers with the line that 
this will be made available in September and it will ultimately be the 
politician’s decision. The problem is the cabinet lead member has not 
attended any of the consultation meetings so we have been unable to get an 
answer to any simple questions. Not having the financial information before 
September prevents community groups from putting forward a legitimate offer. 
The cynic in me believes that this is a deliberate attempt to prevent 
community groups from saving the libraries from closure. A number of issues 
have been highlighted in the consultation these include why the mobile 
libraries are been excluded from consultation. It is also unfair that local 
taxpayers are still required to support 16 county run urban libraries and 5 
mobile libraries, while the 36 rural libraries are being abandoned for 
communities to run and fund. 
 


